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Al thi ings, ſaid Jeſus, muſt be fulfilled, which were written in the - 
Dſalms, concerning me, Luke xxiv. 44. 


And they, to wit, the redeemed of the Lord, wks bad gotten the 
victory over the beaſt, fing the ſong of Moſes the ſervant of God, 
and the ſong of the Lamb, ſaying, Great and marvellous are thy 


works, Lord God Almighty ; 5 Juft and true are thy Ways, thou King 
of Saints, Rev. xv. 3: 
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What is contained in the following pages, 
is chiefly taken from the preface of Dr 
Horne's Commentary on the bock of pſalms. 
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BOOK or PSALMS. 
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un right of the book of Pſalms to a 
place in the ſacred canon hath never 
been diſputed ; and it 1s often cited by our 


Lord and his apoſtles, in the New Teſta- : | 


ment, as the work of the Holy Spirit. Whe- 
TD ther David, therefore, or any other proph et, 


was employed, as the inftrument of commu- 


nicating to the church ſuch or ſuch a parti- 
cular pſalm, is a queſtion, which, if it can- 
not always be ſatisfactorily anſwered, need 
not diſquiet our minds. When we diſcern, 
in an epiſtle, the well known hand of a friend, 
we are not ſolicitous about the pen with 
which it was written. | 
The pſalms treat occaſionally of the crea- 

tion and formation of the world; the diſ- 

penſations of providence ; the diſcoveries of 
God's free and unmerited favour to his peo- 
ple; the tranſactions of the patriarchs ; the 
departure of the children of Iſrael out of F- 
gypt; their journey through the wildernels, 
and ſettlement in Canaan ; their law, prieſt- 
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hood, ſacrifices, and ceremonies; the exploits 
of their great men, wrought through faith ; 

their fins and captivities ; their repentances 
and reſtorations ; the ſufferings and victories 
of David ; the peaceful and happy reign of 
Solomon; the coming of the Meſſiah, with 


its effects and conſequences; his incarnation, 


birth, life, paſſion, death, reſurrection, aſcen- 
ſion, kingdom, and prieſthood ; the effuſion 
of the Spirit; the converſion of the Gentiles ; 


the rejection of the Jews; the eſtabliſhment, 9 


increaſe, and perpetuity of the Church of 
Chriſt; the end of the world; the general 


= judgment; the condemnation af the wick- 


ed, and final triumph of the righteous with 
: their Lord and King. 
The pſalms were written upon a divine, 

preconcerted, prophetical plan; and con- 

tain much more than, at firſt fight, they 
appear to do. Moſt of them have a double 
ſenſe or meaning, viz. a literal or hiſtorical 
ſenſe, and a ſpiritual or prophetical ſenſe. 
In theſe pſalms we have on one fide, the Jew- 
iſh nation; and on the other, the choſen in 
Chriſt Jeſus: On one ſide, Canaan, and 
_ earthly happineſs; on the other, heaven, 


and eternal bleſſedneſs; On one fide a re- 


demption from Egyptian bondage, and tem- 
poral evil; on the other, a redemption from 
the ſlavery of ſin, and the damnation of hell- 
On one fide, crimes atoned for by legal ce- 
remonies, ſacrifices, and prieſts; on the other, 
fins expiated by the offering of the body of 
| Jeſus, once for all.: On one fide, temporal 


11 
faviours and kings; on the other, the Savi- 
our, who delivers from eternal deſtruction, 
and brings to the enjoyment of eternal hap- 
pineſs; the everlaſting King: On one fide, 
the law, and every brane of i it, adapted to 
a favourite nation ; on the other, the goſpel, 
ſuited to ſinners of every nation, tribe, and 
tongue. It is evident then, that whatever 
God faith to David, under the quality of king 
of his choſen nation, he doth, at the ſame 
time, ſpeak to Jeſus Chriſt, as king of all the 
choſen in him, who are brought to the 


knowledge of the truth. To each of them 


ne indeed ſpeaks in a ſenſe adapted to the 
nature of their reſpective kingdoms. The 
application to Meſſiah, of what God ſaid 
unto David, as king of his people Iſrael, is 
not a bare accommodation of words; but, 
when properly made, gives the hi gheſt 
and moſt noble meaning of them. The li- 
teral or hiſtorical meaning of the pſalms, ſo 
far as it can be attained, is worthy of our 


attention: but it hath no glory, i in compari- 


ſon of the glory that excelleth. 
It may. not be amiſs to run through the 
book of pfalms, and point out ſome of the 
more remarkable paſſages, which are cited 
from thence by our Lord and his apoſtles, hw 


and applied to matters evangelical. 


No ſooner have we opened the book, but 
the ſecond pſalm preſenteth itſelf, as an in- 
auguration hymn, compoſed by David, the 
anointed of Jehovah, when by him crowned. 

with victory, and placed triumphant on the 
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ſacred hill of Zion. But let us turn to Acts 
iv. 25. and we there find the apoſtles, with 
one voice, declaring the pſalm to be de- 
{criptive of the exaltation of Jeſus Chriſt, 
and of the oppoſition raiſed againſt his goſ- 
pel, both by Jew and Gentile. _ 
In the cobth pſalm, we might i imagine | 
the writer to be ſetting forth the pre-emi- 
nence of man in general, above the reſt of _ 
the creation; but by Heb. ii. 6. we are in- 
formed, that the ſupremacy conferred on 
the ſecond Adam, the man Chriſt Jeſus, o- 
ver all things in heaven and earth, is the 


. ſubject there treated of. 


The apoſtle Peter ſtands up, Ads ii. 2 5. 
and preaches the reſurrection of Jeſus, from 
the latter part of the ſixteenth pſalm; and, 
lo, three thouſand ſouls are converted by 
the ſermon. | 
Off the eighteenth pfalm we are told, in 
the courſe of the ſacred hiſtory, 2 Sam. xx1. 
that © David ſpake before the Lord the words 


_ __ * of that ſong, in the day that the Lord de- 


K livered him out of the hand of all his e- 
* nemies, and out of the hand of Saul.” 
Yet in Rom. xv. g. the fiftieth verſe of that 


püſalm is adduced as a proof, that the Gen- 


+ tiles ſhould glorify God, for his mercy in 
« Jeſus Chriſt, as it is written, For this cauſe 


will I confeſs to thee among the Gentiles, 


and ſing unto thy name. 

In the nineteenth pſalm, David ſeems to 
be ſpeaking of the material heavens, and 
their operations only, when he ſays, © their 


. | 


IS 


_« ſound is gone out into. all the earth, and 


„ their words unto the ends of the world. 8 


But Paul, Rom. x. 18. quotes the . paſſage 
to ſhew, that the goſpel had been univerſal- 
ly publiſhed by the apoſtles. 


The twenty-ſecond pſalm Chriſt appro- 


priated to himſelf, by beginning it in the 


midſt of his ſufferin gs on the croſs; My 


God, my God,” &c. Three other verſes of 


bi it are, in the New Teſtament, applied to 
him; and the words of the eighth verſe were 
actually uſed by the chief prieſts, when they 


A - him 3% He truſted in God, e. 


M.,atth. xxvii. 43. 


When David faith, in the fortieth pſalm, 2; 
Sacrifice and offering thou didſt not de- 


„fire -Lo I come to do thy will:“ we might 
ſuppoſe him only to declare, in his own per- 
— that obedience is better than ſacrifice. 
But from Heb x. 5. we learn, that Meſſiah, 
in that place, ſpeaketh of his coming in the 


fleſh, to aboliſh the legal ſacrifice, and to do 


away ſin by the ſacrifice of himſelf. 


That tender and pathetic complaint, in 


the forty-ſirſt pſalm, Mine own familiar 


_ « friend, in whom I truſted, which did eat 


of my bread, hath lift up his heel againſt 


me, undoubtedly might be, and probably 
Was, originally uttered by David, upon the 
revolt of his old friend and counſellor, Ahi- 


thopel, to the party of his rebellious fon, 


Abſalom. But we are certain, from John 


xiii. 18. that this ſcripture was fulfilled, 
when Chriit was betrayed by his apoſtate 


„ 


[ * 
| aiſcip le I ſpeak not of you all; I know 
—9— vw I have choſen ; but that the ſcrip- 
. « tures may be fulfilled, He that eateth bread 
-:«% with me, hath lift up his heel againſt 
« me. 

The forty-fourth pſalm we muſt ſuppoſe: 


to have been written on. occafion of a perſe- 


cution, under which the Church, at that 


time, laboured; but a verſe of it is cited, 
18 Rom. vili. 36. as expreſſive of what Chriſti- 


ans were to ſuffer, on their bleſſed Mafter's 


account: As it is written, For thy ſake 


« are we killed, all the day long; ; we are 
counted as ſheep appointed to be flain.” 

A quotation from the forty- fifth pſalm, in 
Heb. 1. 8. certifies us, that part of it is ad- 
dreſſed to the Son of God, and that it cele- 


pPrates his ſpiritual union with the Church, 1 
and the happy fruits of it. 


3 * hth pſalm, though apparent- 
ly converſant about Ifraeltiſh victories, the 
tranſlation of the ark to Zion, and the ſer- 
vices of the tabernacle; yet does, under 
thoſe figures, treat of Chrift's reſurrection, 
his going up on high, jeading captivity cap- 
tive, pouring out the gifts of the Spirit, e- 
recting his kingdom in the world and en- 
larging it by bringing the Gentiles to the 
* of the truth; as will be evident 
to any one, who knows the meanin g, and con- 
ſiders the apoſtles citation from it, Epheſ. 
iv. 7, 8. © Unto every one of us is given 
grace, according to the meaſure of the gift 
* of Chnſt. Wherefore he faith, When 


. 


" he aſcended up on high, he led captivity 

*« captive, and gave gifts unto men.“ 

I be fixty ninth pſalm is five times refer- 
red to in the goſpels, as being uttered by 
the prophet, in the perſon of Meſſiah. The 
imprecations, or rather predictions, at the 
latter end of it, are ap hed, Rom. Xi. 8. 
to the Jews; and to udas, Acts i. 20. 

where the hundred and ninth pſalm is alſo 

cited, as prophetical of the ſore judgments 
which ſhould befal that arch-traitor, and the 
wretched nation of which he was an epl- 
tome. 

1 evangeliſt Matthew, ;nformin g us, 
chap. X111. 34. that Jeſus ſpake to the multi- 
tude in parables, gives it as one reaſon why he 

did fo, © that it might be fulfilled which 


- | © was ſpoken by the prophet ; Pſal. Ixxviii. 


„% 2. I will open my mouth in a parable; I 
„will utter things which have been kept 
« ſecret from the foundation of the world.” 
The ninety-firſt pſalm was applied, by 
the tempter, to Meſſiah ; nor did our Lord 
object to the application, but only to the 
falſe inference, which his adverſary ſuggeſt- 
ed from it, Matth. iv. 6, 7. 
„ ninety-fifth pſalm is explained at 
large in Heb. iii. and iv. as relative to the 
ſtate and trial of Chriſtians in the world, 
and to their attainment of the heavenly 
Ie 
The hundred and tenth pſalm is cited by 
Chriſt himſelf, Matth. xxii. 44. as treating 
of his exaltation, kingdom, and prieſthood. 
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The hundred n EINE con- 
ſiſting only of two verſes, is employed, Rom. 
Xv. 11. to prove, that the Gentiles were one 
day to praiſe God for the mercies of re- 
demption. _- 
The twenty ſecond verſe of che hundred 


and cinltccnrh pſalm, The ftone which 
© the builders refuſed,” &c. is quoted fix dif- 
ferent times as ſpoken of our Saviour. 


And laſtly, © the fruit of David's body 5 
which God is ſaid, in the hundred and chr. 
ty- ſecond pſalm, to have promiſed that he 


would © 3 upon his throne,” is aſſerted, 

Acts ii. 30. to be Jeſus Chrift, 

It would be unreaſonable to ſuppoſe, that 
No-parts of the pſalms may by us be ſpiritually 
applied, but ſuch as are 9 thus exprefs- 
. by el for us by the inſpired writers. 

Let the believers of the truth conſider at- 

tentively a New Teſtament citation from 

the bock of pſalms; then let them as care- 
fully read over, with a view to it, the pſalm 


from which it is taken, and ſee if it will not 


ſerve them as a key, where with to unlock 
the treaſures of eternal wiſdom; if it will not 
« open their eyes and ſhew them wonderful 
things in God's law.” When we are taught 


to confider one verſe in a pſalm as ſpoken 


by Meſſiah, and there is no change of per- 
ſon what can we conclude, but that he is 
the ſpeaker through the whole? in that caſe, 
the pſalm becomes at once as much transfi- 


ſubject of it, was on the mount, when his 
countenance did ſhine as the fan, and his 
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4 as the bleſſed perſon who is the grand 
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raiment was white as ſnow. And if Met. 
fiah be the ſpeaker of one pſalm, what good 
reaſon can be given why another pfalm, 
where the ſame kind of ſcene is evidently 
deſcribed, and the ſame expreſſions are uſed, 
ſhould not be confidered. 1 in the ſame man- 
nerr- 
The citations from the pſalms, i in the New 
Teſtament, were. made l and as 
occaſion was given. But can we imagine 
that the church of Chriſt i 1s not thereby far- 
ther inſtructed. in the manner of applying 
the pſalms to her Redeemer, and to herſelf? 


Should the diſciples of Chriſt ſtop at the ap- 


plications of the pſalms to matters "=p 
lical, thus incidentally and occaſionally made 

by the inſpired writers; becauſe 2 are 
* directed how to proceed, with: re- 
ſpect to the application of other * 2 
2 they ſhould not. 
In "ach the pſalms as were written by 
David, and treat of his affairs, that extraor- 
dinary 


repreſentative of Meſſiah, who is more chan 
once foretold under the name of David, and 
to whom are applied, in the New Teſtament. : 
pſalms which do undoubtedly, in the letter 
of them, relate to David, and were compoſ- 
od on occafion of particular circumſtances . 


. | Which befel him. 


Indeed few of the pſalms, comparatively, 1 
appear to be ſimply prophetical, and to be- 
long to Meſſiah without the intervention of 
any other perſon. Moſt of the pſalms that are 


perſon is conſidered as an illuſtrious 
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fulfilledin him have a double meaning, which 
ſtands upon this foundation, that the ancient 
patriarchs, prophets, priefts, and kings were 
typical characters, in their ſeveral offices, 
and in the more remarkable paſlages of 
their lives, their extraordinary depreſſions 
and miraculous exaltations, forſhewing him 
Who was to riſe, as the head of the holy 
family, the great Prophet, the true Prieft, 

the everlaſting King. The government W + 
Iſrael, and the religious ſervices appointed 


To by the law of Moſes, were types and figures 


of good things to come in Meffiah's day; 
and the events which happened to the an- 


_ cient people of God, were defigned to ſha- 
dow out particular occurrences, which ſhould 


take place, in the accompliſhment of man's 


redemption, and the riſe and progreſs of the 


church of Chriſt. For this reaſon the pſalms | 


compoſed for the uſe of Iſrael, and Ifrael's 
monarch, and by them accordingly uſed, 
do admit of an application to us, who are 
now the Iſrael of God, and to our Redeem- 
er, who is the king of this Iſrael. 1 
Of the pſalms which relate to Iſrael, ſome 
are employed in celebrating the mercies 
vouchſafed them, from their going forth out 
of Egypt, to their compleat ſettlement in 
Canaan. Theſe were the conſtant ſtanding 
ſubjects of praiſe and thankſgiving in the 
Lfraelitiſh church. But we are taught by 
the writers of the New Teſtament, to confi- 
der this part of their hiſtory as one continu- 
ed figure, or allegory. We are informed, 


* 13.4 b 
that there is another Iſrael of God; þ "dr 
children of Abraham, and heirs of the pro- 
miſe; another Egypt, from the bondage of 
which they are redeemed ; another wilder. 
neſs, through which they journey; other 
dangers and difficulties, which there await 
them; other bread from heaven, for their 
: ſupport ; and another rock, to ſupply them 

with living water ; other enemies which they 
muſt overcome; another land of Canaan, 
and another Jeruſalem, which they are to 
obtain, and to poſſeſs for ever. The provo- 
cations and puniſhments, captivities and re- 
ſtorations of old Iſrael afterwards, © happen- 
ed unto them for examples,” types, or fi- 
gures, of what ſhould take place, with re- 
ſpect to thoſe who were to enjoy all the ex- 
ternal privileges of the people of God, in 


Ne Teſtament times; © and they are writ- 


„ ² Re 


—_ 


— 
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ten for our admonition.“ 
What is ſaid in the pſalms, occaſionally, 

of the ceremonies, facrifices, waſhings, and 
purifications, appointed by the law ; of the 


12 and temple, With the ſervices = 


therein performed ; and of the Aaronical 
priefthood ; all this, the believers of the 
truth ſhould transfer to the true tabernacle, 
or temple, not made with hands; to what 
was therein done for the ſalvation of men, 
by him who was. in one reſpect, a ſacri- 
fice ; in another, a temple ; and in a third 
the prieſt of the moſt high God; and to the 
things which concern this peerleſs one, as 


he alſo now is, a miniſter of the ſanctuary f 
a B 
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F 
and of the true tabernacle, which the Lord 
pitehed, and not man. The variety of ſtrong 
expreſſions uſed in the nineteenth, and the 
hundred and nineteeth pſalms, to extol the 
_ enlivening, ſaving, healing, comforting effi- 

_ eacy of a law, which, in the letter of "WM 
a miniſter nothing but condemnation to 
_ guilty men, do ſufficiently prove, that the 

Pſalmiſt underſtood the ſpirit of it, which is 
the goſpel itſelf, or the law as fulfilled by 
the Meſſiah. 


The pſalms thus applied, have adzanta- 1 


- ges which no freſh compoſitions, however 

tinely executed, can poſſibly have; ſince, he- 
tides their incomparable fitneſs to expreſs our 
| ſentiments when under the influence of the 


truth, they are, at the ſame time, memorials 
of, and appeals to farmer mercies, and deli- 


verances; they are .acknow ledgements of 
prophecies accompliſhed; they point out 
the eonnection between the old and new 
diſpenſations, thereby teaching us to admire 
and adore the wiſdom of God diſplayed 
in both, and furniſhing us, while we read 
or ſing them, with an inexhauſtible variety of 


the nobleſt matter that can engage the con- 


templations of man. 
In ſome of the pſalms, David deſcribeth | 
himſelf, as one 3 and perſecuted without 
a cauſe; as one accuſed of crimes which he 
never committed, and ſuffering for ſins 

the very thoughts of which he abhorred; 
and one whoſe life was embittered by afflic- 
tions, and his ſoul overwhelmed with for- I 


—— 
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rows; yet, withal, as one whom ho troubles. 


could induee to renounce his truſt and con- 
| fidence in the promiſes of God concerning 
him. In pfalms of this ſort, he repeateth 


his. reſolutions of adhering to the divine law, 


and complaineth of the implacable malice, | 
and unrelenting fury, of his many enemies. 


In them alſo, contrary to all a ppenrances, he 


- prediQteth their deſtruction, with his own fi- 


nal exaltation. But it hath been already 5 


obſerved, that the ancient patriarchs, pro- 


I phets, prieſts, and kings, were typical char- 


ůII c Ji. a dan 


more remarkable paſſages 
extraordinary depreſſions and mirac ulous ex- 


acters, in their ſeveral offices, and in the 
of their lives, their 


al tations, foreſhewing him who was to ariſe, 


as the head of the holy family, the great pro- 
Phet, the true prieſt, the everlaſting king. 


And it is remarkable, that in the pſalms re- 
ferred to, the diction is now and then exag- 
gerated, as it were on purpoſe to intimate, 
that they are to have their full accompliſh- 


ment in the hiſtory of the true Davip; his 
ſorrows and ſufferings ; his reſignation un- 
der them all; his obedience to. the will of 
his Father; the temper and behaviour of 


his betrayers and murderers ; the judgments 
to be inflicted upon his enemies, and the glo- 
ry to be conferred upon him. 


Other pſalms there are, which diſcloſe _ 


far different ſcenes. In them, the ſorrows 
of David are at end, and the day of his de- 
liverance hath already dawned. Jehovah 
appeareth in the cauſe of his afflicted ſervant. . 


1 16 ] 
The adverſary is diſmayed and confounded. 
The anointed of God, according to his ori- 
ginal deſignation, is at length elevated to 
the r ; the temple i is planned by him, 


and erected by his fon; the ſervices of reli. 


gion are appointed in perfect order and beau- 
ty; Jeruſalem becometh a praiſe in all the 
earth; and the kingdom is eſtabliſhed in ho- 
nour, peace, and ſafety. In theſe pſalms, 
there is frequently an uncommon glow in 
the expreſſions, and ſublimity in the figures, 
as it were on purpoſe to intimate, that they 
are to have their full accompliſhment i in Meſ- 
ſiah the prince; and in the things that con- 
cern his kingdom. The colouring which 
may ſeem too bold and glaring for David the 


fon 15 Jeſſe, or for Solomon his ſon, will no 


longer appear fu, when laid upon their ene 
- antitype. 

In ſome of the pſalms David appears as 
one ſuffering for his fins. When man ſpeaks 
of fin he ſpeaks of what is his own, and 


therefore, every pſalm, where fin is confefled 


to be the cauſe of ſorrow, belongs original- 
ly and properly to us, as fallen ſons of Adam, 


like David, and all other men. This is the 


caſe of the fifty-firit pſalm and other pſalms 
which are called eee pſalms. Some- 


times, indeed, it happens that we meet with 


heavy complaints of the number and bur- 
den of ſins, in pſalms from which paſſages 
are quoted in the New Teflament, as uttered 
by our Redeemer, and in which there ſeems 
to be no change of perſon, from beginning 
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to end. We are aſſured, for inſtance, by 
the apoſtle, Heb. x. 5. that the ſixth, ſeventh, 
and eighth verſes of the fortieth pſalm, 
Sacrifice and offering thou didſt not de- 
fire,” &c. are ſpoken by Mefliah, com- 
ing to aboliſh the legal ſacrifices, and to put 

away ſin by the wenne of himſelf. The 
fame perſon, to appearance, continues ſpeak- 
ing, and, only three verſes after, complains 


in the following terms: Innumerable evils 


__ * have compaſſed me about, mine iniquit ies 


„have taken hold upon me, ſo that I am 
not able to look up: they are more than 
the hairs of my head, therefore my heart 


« faileth me.” 80 again, there are no-leſs 


than five quotations from different parts of 
of the ſixty-ninth pſalm, all concurring to 
inform us, that Chriſt is the ſpeaker through 
that pſalm. Yet the fifth verſe of it runs 
thus ; © O God, thou knoweſt my fooliſh- 
_ «4 neſs, and my guiltineſs is not hid from 


1 thee.” The ſolution of this is, that Chriſt, 


in the days of his fleſh, ſtanding charged 

with the fin and guilt of his people, ſpeaks 
of ſuch their ſin — guilt, as if they were 
his own, acknowledging rhoſe debts to be 
his, for which in the capacity of a ſurety, - 

he had made himſelf reſponſible. The lamb 

which, under the law, was offered for ſin, 
had the name * Guilt” given unto it, becauſe 
the guilt contracted by the offerer was tranſ- 
ferred to that innocent creature, and typi- 
cally expiated by its blood. Was not this 
exactly the cale, in truth and reality, with 
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the Lamb of God? He did no fin, neither 
was guile found in his mouth; but he bare 
4 gut Ans in his own body an che tree. He 
„ was made fin for us who knew no fin, that 
we might be made the righteouſne!: of 
God in him.” In acknowledging the ſin 


my and guilt of his people as his own, he inti- 
mates that his death ſhould be conſidered 


as a true and proper ſacrifice for fin.---Chrift 
und his church are alſo repreſented in the 
ſcriptures as one body. He is the head, 
and his people are x 1 As the 
head ſpeaks of the ſin of the members, as 
his ſin; the members ſpeak of the righte- 
ouſneſs of the head, as their righteouſneſs. 
his is a key to any claims of righteouſ- 
neſs made in the pſalms by the ach and 
people of God, and to any confeſſion of fin 
made by Jeſus Chriſt. 
In ſome of the pſalms there are e es 
which may be applied to Jeſus Chriſt, and to 
the people who are connected with him, as 
they are conformed to his image according 
to their meaſure, and ſhare with him in the 
happineſs which is the reward of his obedi- 
ence unto the death. This is the caſe of 
the pſalms wherein the bleſſedneſs of all who 
fear God, or who ſerve him, is declared. 
The offence taken at the ſuppoſed un- 
charitable and vindictive ſpirit of = impre- 
cations, which occur in ſome of the pſalms, 
ceaſes immediately, if we change the imper- 
ative for the future, and read, not, Let 
them be confounded,” &c. but, They 
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« ſhall be confounded,” of which the He- 
brew is equally capable. Such paſſages 
will then have no more difficulty i in them, 
than the other frequent predictions of di- 
vine vengeance in the writings of the pro- 
phets, or denunciations of it in the writings 
of the apoſtles and evangeliſts, intended to 
Warn, to 2 24 and lead finners to repent- 
ance; or to leave them inexcuſable. It is 
true, that i in the citation made by Peter from 
Pſal. cix. in Acts i. 20. as 0 in that made 
by Paul from Pal. Ixix. in Rom. xi. 9. the 
imperative form is preſerved; Let his ha- 
_ - bitation be void, &c. Let their table be 
made a ſnare,” Kc. But the apoſtles ge- 
nerally cited from the Greek of the LXX 
verſion; and took it as it there ſtood, when it 
was ſufficient, without any alteration, to 
prove the point it was adduced to prove. 
The glory and bleſſedneſs of Meſſiah's 
reign, are repreſented, i in ſome of the pſalms, 
under images borrowed. from the natural 
world, the manner of its original production, 
and the operations continually carried on in it. 
We behold a renovation of all things, and 
the world, as it were new created, breaks 
forth into finging. The earth is crowned 
with ſudden verdure and fertility ; the field 
is joyful, and all that is in it; the trees of 
the wood rejoice, before the Lond: the floods 
clap their hands in concert, and ocean fills 
up the mighty chorus, to celebrate the com- 
ing of the great King, when all things reſ- _ 
ſpecting the church of God ſhall be 4 9 8 755 | 
ed. 
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From what hath been 3 it is evi- 

dent, that the objections which may ſeem to 

lie againſt the uſe of the ae in the 


3 


David and of Ifrael? Have we any thing 
to do with the ark and the temple? They 
are no more. Are we to go up to Jeruſalem, 
and worſhip on Zion? They are deſolate, 
and trodden under foot by the Turks. Are 


churches of Chriſt, ceaſe at once. If it 3 „ 
ſaid, Are we concerned with the affairs of | - 


. we to ſacnfice young bullocks, according to 1 


the law? The 
obſerved again. Do we pray for victory o- 
ver Moab; Edom, and Philiſtia, or for de- 


liverance from Babylon? ? There are no ſuch 
nations, no ſuch places in the world. What 

then do we mean, when, taking ſuch expreſ- 
' Gons in our mouths, we utter them in our 
own! 


perſons, as parts of our devotion before 
God? Afiuredly we mean a ſpiritual Jeruſa- 


lem and Zion; a ſpiritual ark and temple ; 


25 2 ſpiritual law; pin ſacrifices ; and ſpi- 


vo rideries: over ſpiritual enemies; all 
deſcribed under the old names, which are 
ſtill retained, though. © old things are paſſed 


away, and all — are become new.“ 


By ſubſtituting Meſſiah for David, the goſ- 
pel for the law, the church of Chrift for Sac 
of Iſrael, and the enemies of the one for 
1 of the abe eee are nad our 
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